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House of Burgess: It's Robert 
Mueller time 

Special Counsel teams with N.Y. A.G. 
Schneiderman 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


In the space of five days, my hopes for Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation into President Donald Trump whiplashed from totally dashed 


to completely restored. 


As I wrote in last week’s column, “Trump issues 1st presidential pardon,” 
Trump issued his first pardon Aug. 25. to Joe Arpaio. The former Maricopa 


County, Arizona, Sheriff had yet to be sentenced for his misdemeanor 


contempt charge for willfully violating a court ruling that ordered him to 
stop violating the Equal Protection Clause by categorically profiling Latinos. 
While he accepted the pardon, Arpaio did not ask for mercy and did not 


display remorse. Arpaio is now fundraising for his own civil legal defense. 


This pardon distressed me because of the timing and manner. I believed 
then, as I do now, this was a clear signal to Trump’s potential co-defendants 
to obey the code of Omerta. If given the chance, you just know Trump would 


pour federal blessings of pardon over himself and his circle. 


But, then, the skies parted, and the sun shone once more. 


“Special counsel Robert Mueller’s team is working with New York Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman on its investigation into Paul Manafort and his 
financial transactions, according to several people familiar with the matter,” 
reported Politico’s Josh Dawsey on Aug. 30. “The cooperation is the latest 
indication that the federal probe into Trump’s former campaign chairman is 
intensifying. It also could potentially provide Mueller with additional 
leverage to get Manafort to cooperate in the larger investigation into 
Trump’s campaign, as Trump does not have pardon power over state 


crimes.” 


If Schneiderman’s name sounds familiar in reference to Trump, there’s a 


good reason for that. 


“In 2013, my office sued Donald Trump for swindling thousands of innocent 
Americans out of millions of dollars through a scheme known as Trump 
University,” read a Nov. 18, 2016 press release. “Donald Trump fought us 
every step of the way, filing baseless charges and fruitless appeals, and 
refusing to settle for even modest amounts of compensation for the victims 
of his phony university. Today, that all changes. Today’s $25 million 
settlement agreement is a stunning reversal by Donald Trump and a major 
victory for the over 6,000 victims of his fraudulent university. Iam pleased 
that under the terms of this settlement, every victim will receive restitution 
and that Donald Trump will pay up to $1 million in penalties to the State of 
New York for violating state education laws. The victims of Trump 
University have waited years for today’s result and I am pleased that their 
patience — and persistence — will be rewarded by this $25 million 


settlement.” 


Working in tandem with Mueller’s grand jury, Schneiderman is someone 


who has been on Trump and Manafort’s cases for quite a while now. 


“New York State has opened an investigation into [Manafort’s] real-estate 
dealings,” reported Bloomberg’s Erik Larson and Greg Farrell on May 14. 
“The probe by Schneiderman, one of the most outspoken critics of the 
president, is in a preliminary stage, according to a person familiar with the 


matter who asked not to be named because the investigation isn’t public. 


Manafort, who ran Trump’s campaign from April to August last year, has 


owned property in the Hamptons and Trump Tower in Manhattan.” 


I have great faith in these two public servants. I have no doubt they will see 
this inquiry through to the end. I just have one request, though, my dudes: 


Please hurry. My heart can’t take much more of this. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached at 


rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com. 


